(Jun 24, 2022) 10a

TIMELINE for Ernest Ralph Bass Jr. (1924-2012) (U.S. Navy WW?2 Veteran, Foreman for Florida
Power & Light)

1904, Mar 28 — Father, Ernest R. Bass Sr, born in Kissimmee, Florida.

1905, Feb 19 — Mina Viola Ludlum (future wife of Ernest R Sr. and mother of Ernest R. Jr.) born
in South Carolina.

~1923/4 — Parents Marriage, Ernest Sr. to Mina Viola Lundlum of South Carolina. (based on
1930 Census info)

1924, Aug 10 — Ernest Ralph Bass Jr. born in Pahokee, Palm Beach County, Florida
(ancestry.com)
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Ernest Bass “Jr” circa 1925

1930 — Census for West Palm Beach District 0045, has Ernest R (Sr.) (age 26), Mina V. (age 25)
and Ernest. R. Jr. (age 4). Mina Viola Ludlum was born in SC. Ernest R. (Sr.) listed as “Ferry

Boat Operator”. Mina listed as employed at 5&10 Store. States Ernest age 20 and Mina 19 at
marriage (~1924)

~1939 — Ernest met Helen on a Salvation Army sponsored boat ride (social activity for young
people).



1940 — Census for Palm Beach, has Ernest (36), Mina (35), Ernest Jr (15). Ernest Sr is “Captain
of Private Ferry Boat”, Mina is “retail at a department store (Burdines).

1940 — Photo of Ernest Jr at Palm Beach High School, West Palm Beach, Florida. 10" grade.
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1942, Jun 12 — Ernest enlists in the U.S. Navy
1942, Sept 10 — Ernest Ralph Bass Jr marries Helen Cleo Fox




Wedding Details: Marred in Jacksonville (Duval County) at a Judge’s house. Ernest was
stationed in Jacksonville’s Cecil Field at the time.
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i . ClNo—__ CENTRAL lunuu OF VITAL STATISTICS
State of Fflorida, County
o anp Minister of the Sospel, or anp Officer Legallp to the Rite of
{bereas, Applicotion having been made to the County Judge of. Duval ounty,
of the State of Florida, for a license for marriage, and it appearing to the satisfaction of said
County Judge that no legal impediments exist to the marriage now sought to be solemnized,
Chese are, Cherefore, 7o authorize you to unite in the

Holy Estate of Matrimony

Mry Ernest R, Bass Jre Misg Hel S {
andthat you makereturn of the same, duly eer:;::iunderwurhand to the Cnnhlb»:%’
@@itness, my name as County Judge, and the seal of said Court, nt(!& C
— Jdackeonville this__10th day of.
(el &,
CERTIFICATE OII'-' MARRIAGE

B Certify, that the within named. Ernest R, Bass Jre
Helen Cleo Fox

were by me, the g duly united
in the Holy Estate of Matrimony, by the authority of the within License. Do/n; thx:»_%&,‘_
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Marriage Book—<$"S"_ i ,Page 256 | ¢

Ernest’s job, or “rate”, in the Navy was Aviation Machinist’s Mate. The abbreviation during
WW?2 would have been AMM. Ernest made 1% Class Petty Officer therefore was referred to as
AMM1c Bass. After 1948, the Navy changed the abbreviation to AD but the symbol remains
unchanged to this day. Ernest would have specialized in aircraft maintenance, specially focused
on engines, propellers and other operating systems. He was primarily assigned to the SNJ,
advanced trainer aircraft at Corey Field in Pensacola. Because espionage was a concern during
the war, the maintainers would periodically be called on, without prior notice, to climb in the
back and go for a flight in the aircraft they maintained. Most of Ernest’s flights would have been
in SNJs, but he specially recalled a flight in a Dive Bomber as a particularly exciting ride for
him. The Dive Bomber ride would have been out of Cecil Field in the Scout Bombing Plan
(VSB) squadron and probably an SBD or SB2C aircraft.




~1942/3 — Ernest leaves Jacksonville on orders to Pensacola, Florida. Helen stayed with her
mother until Ernest could find a place to live in Pensacola. Housing was short due to wartime
surge in service members in the area.

Served at Corey Field (near NAS Pensacola) as working on SNJ Pilot Trainers.

Bright yellow NAF N3N-3s await the day’s training activities, 1941. The

characteristic hangar construction for Pensacola-area airfacilities
originated at Corry Field.

Colorized WW?2-era post card of Corey Field.
History of Corey Field



http://www.airfields-freeman.com/FL/Airfields FL Pensacola W.htm

1942 — Draft Card for Ernest R. Bass (Sr.) (age 37) shows him living in Washington DC while
wife Mina Viola Bass still in West Palm Beach, Florida.

1943 — Daughter Barbara Ann Bass (Williams) born
1944 — Parents Ernest Sr. and Mina Divorced (ancestry.com).

1945 — Census for Palm Beach, Precinct 15, has only Ernest Sr. (age 40) and Ernest Jr. (19)
living together at 900 Belvedere. (Helen and Barbara not shown listed), Ernest Jr. occupation
still listed at “Navy”. Census taken while Ernest Jr. was still in Pensacola with family in the
Navy. Note: Ernest Jr. did not live with Ernest Sr. at the time of this census. He was in
Pensacola, Florida in the Navy and moved back to WPB between Dec 1945 and Feb 1946 where
they lived with his mother Mina for a brief time.

1945, Nov 20 — Ernest Discharged from the Navy. Residence at the time was 112 Chipley Ave,
Pensacola, Florida.
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1945 — Son James Edward Bass born in Pensacola, FL

1946 (~Jan) — Mina and John Bane drove to Pensacola to pick up Ernest, Helen, Barbara and
baby James after Ernest was discharged. They drove them back to West Palm Beach. Ernest,
Helen and kids lived with Mina for a short time before moving into a small house that Helen’s
uncle had built nearby.

1946, Jan 4 — Mina married John Wesley Bane in Palm Beach, Florida.

1946, Mar 7 —Ernest R. Jr’s mother, Mina Viola (Lundlum) (Bass) Bane, died in house fire.
Ernest Jr., Helen, Barbara and Jimmy were staying temporarily at Helen’s sister Gloria’s
(probably actually her mother Cleo’s house) as Ernest had just been discharged from the Navy.

??? — Ernest, Helen, Barbara and Jimmy rented a trailer across from Morris & Field Construction
where Ernest was working.



??? — Ernest went to work for Florida Power and Light (FP&L) digging holes for poles. Later
became a Lineman then promoted to Yard Supervisor. He spent 35 years with FPL.
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1950 — Family moved to 831 Highland Drive, West Palm Beach and remained there until Ernest
retired in (yr?). Ernest added a room to the house and a carport. (father Ernest Sr and
grandfather William R. were carpenters).
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1951, [l - Son Michael Allen Bass born.

1953, [l - Daughter Patti Lorraine Bass born.

??? — Ernest was a Square Dance Caller and Instructor, leading to many life-long friendships.
??? — Ernest retired from FP&L after 35 years.

Ernest and Helen moved near Ocala, FI. (21686 NE 136" St, Fort McCoy/Salt Springs, Florida)
??? — Ernest and Helen moved to Forsyth, GA (70 Mornside Dr).

2012, April 12 — Ernest passed away peacefully in his favorite recliner while waiting for his
chicken and dumplings dinner to be ready. At the time, his family had expanded to 4 children,
11 grandchildren, 25 great grandchildren and 1 great-great grandchild.

Ernest is buried at Monroe Memorial Gardens Cemetery in Forsyth, Georgia.

2022, Feb 14 — Helen passed away peacefully at home on Valentine’s Day. She is buried next to
her husband Ernest at Monroe Memorial Gardens Cemetery in Forsyth, Georgia. She wore her
wedding ring until the day she died.




Additional Photographs

Ernest Bass Sr, Mina Bass (right), Ernest Bass Jr and Bessie (?) (1927)




Ernest Bass Jr. (circa mid 1920s)

Mina and Ernest Bass Jr (circa mid 1920s)







Ernest Sr Bass, Mina Bass and Ernest Jr Bass (circa 19305s)




Ernest Bass Jr, 10" grade yearbook. (circa late 30s / early 1940s)
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Ernest R. Bass Jr, Helen Cleo (Fox) Bass with Barbara Ann Bass




James E. Bass, Ernest R. Bass Jr & Brian P. Bass USN
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Ernest and Helen




Ernest R. Bass, (Easter Sunday) April 8, 2012 (4 days before his passing)
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Shadow Box for Ernest R. Bass Jr

(Shown Top Left: Ernest and his mother Mina / Top Middle: Ernest Sr., Ernest Jr and Mina
(circa 1930s) / Top Right: Ernest Sr / Lower Left: Ernest & Helen / Lower Middle: Pocket watch
belonging to Ernest Sr. / Lower Right: Ernest Jr as a Boy Scout circa 1930s)




Husband Succumbs In
Hospital Later ‘
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mined origin,
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ny| Simon Mortuary.
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ly before 7 p. m. Sunday, burned
with fierce intensity and gained
rapid headway before neighbors
of/could go to the Banes' aid. Mrs.
pe/|Bane was found in the charred

of [the back porch, his clothes flam-
ing as he apparently attempted to

12| escape.
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County Solicitor Earl Roebuck
and Sheriff John Kirk were inves-|tr




James Bass  Michael Bass Ernest R. Bass  Bill Gainey  Darryl Williams  Darren Williams
Todd Bass

Carlin Cantrell Bonnie Baumgarten Lisa Williams Helen Bass Barbara Bass (Williams)  Patti Bass (Gainey)

Steve Bass Brian Bass  Adrienne Bass  Brad Bass



Info from Poppa’s (Ernest Jr) 1997 visit to Pensacola regarding Ernest and Helen’s Residences
during WW2:

Believe Ernest and Helen’s house (that had a fire) was located where present day McDonalds is
located on East Cervantes, N. 9" Ave and E. Gadsden.
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They moved to a little house (duplex) behind the present day McDonald’s (on E Gadsden St).
(919 East Gadsden), currently the location of the Gadsden Street United Methodist Church.

Ernest and Helen were living at 112 Chipley Ave near Pensacola Bay at the time of Ernest’s
discharge, 20 Nov 1945.



